[Accident during local anesthesia in a patient with antiarrhythmic therapy].
A side reaction of antiarrhythmic treatment in a 18-year-old patient with congestive cardiomyopathy is reported. During treatment with high doses of aprindine cerebral convulsions occurred. After ceasing the medication temporarily, a pacemaker revision was done in local anesthesia. Cerebral convulsions reappeared after injection of the local anesthetic. The patient died due to cardiac arrest. It is discussed that some amount of the local anesthetic agent (mepivacaine) was absorbed from the tissue elevating the blood level of local anesthetic drugs (aprindine and mepivacine) into the toxic range, thus producing cerebral convulsions, augmenting the stimulation threshold and depressing the automaticity of the heart. It is urged that antiarrhythmic treatment should be stopped before local anesthesia will be performed.